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DON'T  RUSH  TO  WRITE  THAT  CHECK! 


Vittorio  Emanuele  III,  King  of  Italy,  issued  a gold  100  Lira  coin  in 
1940.  The  only  known  example  is  in  the  king's  own  collection,  so 
don't  be  too  anxious  to  buy  a specimen  if  it's  offered  to  you. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG) 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  BRAZILIAN  MAVERICK  TOKENS 


A.  0.  F.  De  Barros,  Scarsdale , NY,  NI  # 2201 


The  set  of  unidentified  Brazilian  tokens  include  two  sub-sets  which 
deserve  to  be  systematically  listed,  not  only  because  they  consti- 
tute the  large  majority  of  the  unidentified  types,  but  also  because 
they  enjoyed  wide  acceptance  throughout  Brazil,  mainly  in  the  early 
decades  of  this  century. 

In  this  article  I will  focus  on  certain  specific  types  of  100  Reis 
and  500  Reis  tokens;  within  each  of  these  two  sets  there  are  a 
number  of  varieties  very  similar  to  one  another  as  to  their  shape, 
metal  content  and  overall  characteristics. 

A closer  look  at  each  set  reveals  slight  differences  in  the  diameter 
of  the  modules,  in  the  shape  of  the  inscriptions  and  sometimes  in 
small  "ornaments"  in  the  field  of  the  tokens.  These  details  are 
very  often  overlooked  by  collectors. 

In  this  introductory  article  I will  make  an  attempt  at  describing 
those  two  sub-sets,  namely  the  100  Reis  and  the  500  Reis,  listing  for 
each  sub-set  the  varieties  that  have  similar  characteristics,  accord- 
ing to  a systematic  classification  which  will  facilitate  their  incor- 
poration in  specialized  collections. 

The  tokens  described  in  this  article  have  not  so  far  been  specifically 
identified  either  with  regard  to  the  private  issuing  entity,  or  to 
the  State  where  they  circulated. 

What  one  could  say  at  this  stage  is  that,  by  and  large,  most  of,  if 
not  all,  the  types,  circulated  widely  in  several  States  (Brazil  had 
at  that  time  21  States  and  5 Federal  territories).  They  were  issued 
by  a number  of  firms  that  operated  in  different  fields  of  activity, 
and  whose  aim  is  issuing  the  tokens  was  basically  to  facilitate  pro- 
viding change  in  monetary  transactions  due  to  a chronic  shortage  in 
official  coinage. 

Some  of  the  types  described  are  fairly  common  and  normally  appear  in 
junk  boxes.  On  the  other  hand,  a few  types  are  apparently  rare  and 
the  author  knows  of  only  2 or  3 pieces  in  the  hands  of  advanced  col- 
lectors in  Brazil.  One  can  only  speculate  on  the  causes  of  such 
scarcity. 

The  author  has  very  few  references  concerning  prices  for  this  kind  of 
material,  so  no  mention  will  be  made  of  prices  at  this  stage. 

Comments  from  interested  parties  on  these  and  other  aspects  are  ex- 
tremely welcome  and  will  be  given  due  consideration.  My  address  is: 

Mr.  F.  De  Barros,  Box  1285  Scarsdale  Carrier  Annex , Scarsdale,  NY 
10583. 
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1st  Part:  100  Reis  Maverick  Tokens 


GROUP  1: 


The  metal  in  all  types  within  this  Group  1 is  brass  (with  either  a 
yellow  or  a copper  tone).  The  planchet  is  thick  (about  2 mm.)  and 
the  edge  is  plain.  With  the  exception  of  the  1st  type,  both  (a) 
and  (b),  in  which  the  module  diameters  are,  respectively,  22  mm. 
and  19.5  mm.,  all  other  types  within  Group  1 have  a 21  mm.  module. 

Type  1 

(a)  obv.:  in  center  in  two  lines:  100  REIS 

-indented  rim  * 
rev.:  same  as  obverse 

(b)  same  as  in  Type  1(a),  but  the  module  diameter  is  19.5  mm. 
Type  2 

obv.:  above:  100  (circular  in  shape)  ** 

below:  REIS  (c.r.) 

in  field:  two  5-rayed  stars  (at  3 o'clock 

and  9 o'clock 
-i  .r. 

rev. : same  as  above 


* henceforth  indicated  "i.r." 

**  henceforth  indicated  "c.r."  (the  inscription  curves 
along  the  circular  rim) 


Type  3 


obv. : same  as  in  Type  2 

rev . : plain 

-i . r. 

Type  4 

obv.:  above:  100  (c.r.) 

below:  REIS  (c.r.) 

in  center:  circle  with  raised  rim  flanked 

by  two  rosettes 

-i.r. 

rev.:  same  as  above 

Type  5 

obv. : above:  100  (c.r.) 

below:  REIS  (c.r.) 

in  center:  hole  with  raised  rim  flanked  by 
two  5-rayed  stars 
-i . r. 

rev. : same  as  above 
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Group  I - 100  Reis  Tokens 
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Type  6 


obv.:  same  as  in  Type  2 

rev.:  in  center:  3-digit  numbers;  observed  numbers: 

353,  355,  359 
- i . r . 

N.B.  Tokens  probably  exist  with  other  3-digit  numbers. 

Type  7 

obv.:  above:  100  (c.r.) 

below:  REIS  (c.r. ) 

in  center:  circle  flanked  by  two  5-rayed  stars 

-i . r. 

rev.:  same  as  in  Type  6;  observed  number:  363 

N.B.  Tokens  probably  exist  with  other  3-digit  numbers. 

Type  8 

obv.:  above:  VALE  (c.r.) 

in  center:  CEM 

below:  REIS  (c.r.) 

rev.:  plain 

-i  .r. 

Type  9 

obv.:  in  center  in  two  lines:  VALE/CEM  REIS 

-i  .r. 

rev.:  plain 

-i  .r. 

Type  10 

obv.:  VALE  CEM  REIS  (c.r.) 

in  center:  ornament 
-i  .r. 

rev.:  plain 

-i  .r. 

Type  11 

obv. : same  as  in  Type  8 

rev.:  4-digit  number,  separated  two  by  two; 

observed  numbers:  3761,  3764,  3765,  3767, 

3769,  3783,  3784,  3785. 

-i  .r . 

Type  12 

obv. : VALE  CEM  REIS  (large  asterisk)  (c.r.) 

in  center:  hole  but  of  reduced  diameter 
-i  .r . 
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Group  I - 100  Reis  Tokens 


Types 

ob  v 

rev 

7 

ISP 

^363^) 

8 

o 

9 

o 

1 0 

o 

1 1 

f CEM.  1 

12 

0 
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rev.:  in  center:  hole  of  reduced  diameter 

flanked  by  a 4-digit  number;  observed 
numbers:  4001,  7624,  7630  7632,  7640. 

-i  .r. 


Type  13 


No  indication  of  value,  but  supposedly  100  Reis. 

obv.:  above:  number  4460 

below:  number  4460 

in  field:  two  5-rayed  stars  (one  on  each 

side,  at  3 and  9 o'clock) 

-i  .r. 

rev.:  laurel  wreath 

-i . r. 


GROUP  II 

The  metal  in  both  types  within  this  group  is  copper-nickel;  the 
planchet  is  thick  and  the  edge  is  plain.  The  module  diameter  is 
21  mm.  in  both  types. 

Type  1 

obv. : VALE  EM  GENER0S  (c.r.  - continuous  inscrip- 

tion) 

in  center:  in  two  lines:  100/REIS 

below:  ornament:  •M- 
-l  .r. 

rev.:  MACHINA  AUTH0MATICA  PUCK  (c.r.  - continuous 

inscription  around  rim) 
in  center:  MILBON 

-i  .r. 


Type  2 


No  indication  of  value,  but  supposedly  100  Reis. 

obv.:  above:  MACH,  (c.r.) 

in  center:  number.  Observed  numbers:  13, 

14,  15,  16,  and  400,  401,  402,  403,  404,  405. 
below:  P.H.A.  (c.r.) 

rev.:  above:  ESTA  PEQA  (c.r.)  . 

in  center,  in  two  lines:  TR0CA-SE  S0/P0R 

below:  MERCANCIAS  (c.r.) 

N.B.  This  type  was  mentioned  by  Souza  Lobo  in  1906. 


GROUP  III 


The  metal  in  both  types  within  this  group  is  either  brass  or  white 
the  planchet  is  normally,  but  not  always,  thin;  the  edge  is  plain 
The  module  diameter  is  20  mm.  in  both  types. 
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Group  I - 100  Reis  Tokens 


Types 

obv 

rev 

13 

(trf 

/• 


Goup  II  - 100  Reis  Tokens 

-A 


Types 

obv 

re  v 

1 

k 100 

V RE,S  y 

(pf  MILBON^jl 

/$^***\ 

2 

(402  )) 

||TR0CA-Se  soil 

W/°*  J?JJ 
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Type  1 


obv. : ornament  1 * 

in  center:  100 

below:  R(:IS 


-i.r.  (visible  only  in  well  preserved  tokens) 
rev.:  plain 

N.B.  This  is  the  smallest  value  in  a long  series 

which  also  contains  the  following  values:  200, 

300,  500,  1000,  2000,  5000,10000,  and  20000.  Not 
all  entities  used  the  complete  series. 

Type  2 

obv.:  above:  the  word  "No_"  under  ornament  2 * 

in  center:  100 

below:  ornament  3 * 

-i.r.  (visible  only  in  well  preserved  tokens) 
rev.:  plain 

* The  ornaments  are  indicated  in  Table  I. 

******* 


2nd  Part:  500  Reis  Maverick  Tokens 


GROUP  I - Without  Role  in  the  center 

Three  types  have  so  far  been  identified  under  Group  I,  which  is  con- 
stituted by  tokens  whose  planchet  has  no  hole  in  the  center.  In 
Type  1 the  metal  is  brass  (with  a yellow  tone),  the  planchet  is 
thicker  (about  1.5  mm.)  and  the  edge  is  plain;  the  module  diameter  is 
22.5  mm.  In  Types  2 and  3 the  metal  is  either  brass  or  white,  the 
planchet  is  thin  (about  0.5  mm)  and  the  edge  is  also  plain.  The 
module  diameters  in  both  Types  2 and  3 is  25  mm.  These  types  sould 
be  compared  with  the  100  Reis  tokens  under  Group  III  (types  1 and  2). 
In  Types  2 and  3,  the  rim  is  visible  only  in  well  preserved  tokens 
(see  Table  II). 

Type,  1 

obv.:  VALE  500  REIS  EM  MERCA  D0RIA  O’  (c.r.) 

-circle  around  rim 
rev.:  laurel  wreath 

-circle  around  rim 

Type  2 

obv. : above:  the  word  "No"  under  ornament  2 * 

in  center:  500 

below:  ornament  3 * 

-i.r.  (visible  only  in  well  preserved  tokens) 
rev. : plain 
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Group  III 


- 100  Reis  Tokens 


Types 

obv 

rev 

1 

(lQ©J 

\REfS  J 

O 

2 

JOOj 

0 

Group  I - 500  Reis  Tokens 
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Type  3 


obv.:  ornament  1 * 

in  center:  500  , 

below:  REIS  (or  REIS  ) 

-i.r.  ^visible  only  *n  well  preserved  tokens) 
rev.:  plain 


GROUP  II:  With  Hole  in  the  Center 

The  main  characteristic  of  this  group  is  that  all  tokens  have  a hole 
in  the  center.  The  metal  in  all  types  is  either  brass  or  whitp;  the 
planchet  is  thicker  (about  1 mm.)  and  the  edge  is  plain.  The  module 
diameter  is  24  mm.  in  Types  1;  in  all  other  types  it  is  22.5  mm. 


* see  Table  1 


Type  1 


obv.:  VALE  500  REIS  EM  MERCADORIA  ^ (c.r.) 

-circle  of  dots  around  rim 

rev.:  -circle  of  dots  around  rim 

Type  1 variety 

obv.:  VALE  500  REIS  EN  MERCADORIA**  (c.r.) 

-circle  of  dots  around  rim 

rev.:  -circle  of  dots  around  rim 

N.B.  The  only  differences  between  Type  1 and  its 

variety  are:  the  metal  (white  in  var.  1)  and  the 

word  "EN"  (in  error). 

Type  2 

obv.:  VALE  500  REIS  EM  MERCAD0RIAS.  (c.r.) 

-circle  of  dots  around  rim 
rev.:  same  as  above 

Type  3 

obv.:  VALE  500  REIS  EM  MERCADORIA  -1-  (c.r.) 

-circle  around  rim 
rev.:  -circle  around  rim 

Type  4 

obv.:  VALE  500  REIS  EM  MERCADORIA  * (c.r.) 

-circle  around  rim 
rev.:  -circle  around  rim 
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Group  II  - 500  Reis  Tokens 
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Type  5 


obv.:  VALE  500  REIS  EM  MERCADORIA  (c.r.) 

-circle  around  rim 

rev.:  -circle  around  rim 

Type  6 

obv.:  VALE  500  REIS  EM  MERCADORIA  <>  (c.r.) 

-circle  around  rim 

rev.:  above:  1262  (c.r.) 

below:  1262  (c.r.) 

-two  5-rayed  stars  (one  on  each  side 
at  3 and  9 o'clock) 

The  meaning  of  the  number  1262  has  not  been  determined, 
but  it  is  not  a serial  number,  for  only  this  particular 
number  appears  on  the  tokens  under  this  type. 


Type  7 


obv. : VALE  500  REIS  EM  MERCADORIA  O (c.r.) 

-circle  around  rim 
rev.:  laurel  wreath 

-circle  around  rim 


Type  8:  without  value  (but  supposedly  500  Reis) 

obv.:  plain,  but  with  circle  around  rim 

rev. : same  as  above 

N.B.  The  attribution  of  value  to  this  type  was  made  by 
comparing  it  with  other  tokens  of  similar  pattern. 


Type  9 


obv.:  above:  1262  (c.r.) 

below:  1262  (c.r.) 

-two  5-rayed  stars  (one  on  each  side 
at  3 and  9 o'clock) 

-circle  around  rim 
rev.:  laurel  wreath 

-circle  around  rim 

N.B.  The  meaning  of  the  number  1262  has  not  yet 
been  determined,  but  it  is  not  a serial  number. 

★★★★★★★ 

Types  of  Rims  en countered  on  the  Tokens 

Four  basic  types  of  rims  appear  on  the  100  Reis  maverick  tokens 
in  this  article  (see  Table  II). 

Types  1 and  3 do  not  differ  very  much  from  each  other.  The  rims 
are  shaped  like  a "brush  whose  hairs  are  longer  in  Type  1 than  in 
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Group  II  - 500  Reis  Tokens 


Types 

obv 

rev 

6 

© 

7 

© 

© 

8 

© 

© 

9 

© 

o 

Table  I 


ornament  1 

ornament  2 

ornament  3 

^TZ7 
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Type  3.  Type  2 can  only  be  noticed  in  well  preserved  tokens  and  is 
characterized  by  a circle  of  dots.  Type  4 is  clearly  distinct;  the 
rim  is  a plain  ring  that  curves  around  the  edge  of  the  token. 

The  500  Reis  tokens  also  present  4 types  of  rims  (see  Table  II).  Type 
1 is  quite  distinct  from  the  others.  In  Type  2 the  "dots"  can  be  seen 
almost  on  the  edge  of  the  planchet  on  well  preserved  tokens.  In  Type 
3 the  distance  between  the  "dots"  and  the  edge  is  greater  than  in 
Type  4. 

Table  III  will  indicate  the  correspondence  between  the  types  of  Rims 
and  the  types  of  tokens  they  are  associated  with. 


Table  II 


Rime  - 100  Reis  Tokens 

Nol 

| No2 

i ' 

r 

N®3  | 

No4 

L 1 

Rims  - 500  Reis  Tokens 

Nol  | 

[ ~ 1 

No3  | 

^ N04  j 
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Table  III 


Correspondence  between  types  of  rims  and  types  of  tokens  : 

100  Reis  Tokens 


Fim  type 

Token  type 

1 

Group  I:type  9 ( obv ) , 1 0 ( re v ) 

2 

Group  III:types  1 ( obv ) , 2 ( obv ) 

1 

Group  I:types  1 ( a , b ) , 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 ( rev ) , 

3 

1 0 ( obv ) ,11,12,13 

Group  Ilrtype  1 

4 

L 

Group  Ilrtype  2 

500  Reis  Tokens 


r 

Rim  type 

Token  type 

1 

Group  Irtype  1 

Group  Ilrtypes  3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 

2 

Group  Irtypes  2 ( obv ) , 3 ( obv ) 

3 

Group  Ilrtypes  1,1 (var.) 

4 

Group  Ilrtype  2 

'k'k'k'k'k-k-k-k-k-k  *★★★★★★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

ELUSIVE  FRENCH  MINT 

A "courte,:  of  1592  has  recently  been  re-discovered  and  is  added  to 
the  list  of  coins  of  that  year.  It  was  struck  shortly  before  the 
(latelier  d' Arras)  mint  of  Arras  was  closed  in  1593. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost) 

********* ************************************************************* 
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A Donation  of  Dies  Part  1 1 1 


By  R.J.  Hebert , Hashington , D.C. 

This  paper  is  a continuation  of  a discussion  of  unofficial 
dies  which  appeared  on  these  pages  and  elsewhere.  The  fabric  and 
epigraphy  of  all  five  pieces  is  barbaric  and  crude  when  compared 
to  the  workmanship  of  the  official  mint  products. 

1.  Mughal 

Shah  Alam  II  A. H.  1 173-1221=A. D. 1759-1806 
Dated  1 199=A. D. 1784/5 

Obverse  silver  die  (30  mm.)  dated  1199  in  a barbaric  style. 


2.  Mughal 

Akbarnagar  mint,  R.Y.  16 

Reverse  die  (31  mm.)  in  a crude  and  barbaric  style. 
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3.  Mughal 

Mustaqirucl-khi 1 at  at  Akbarabad  mint,  R.Y.  28 
Reverse  die  (28  mm.)  in  a crude  style. 


JULUS  MANUS 
MAIMANAT 
28  SANAH 

MUSTAQIRUCL-KHILAFAT 

ZARB 

AKBARABAD 


4.  Mughal 

Daru  °1 -Khi  1 a-f  at  Jahanabad,  R.Y.  12  or  16 


Reverse  die  (28  mm.)  in  a crude  style. 


cAt*- 

u-^r 


JAHANABAD 

daruVkhilafat  SHAH 
ZARB 

MAIMANAT  MANUS 


JULUS 

12  or  16  SANAT 


5.  Mughal 

Darucl-Khi  1 a-f at  jahanabid,  R.R.  16 
Reverse  die  (29  mm)  in  a crude  style. 


ii 

C .U  iil  > 

u*} ^ 


JAHANABAD 

DARUCL-KHILAFAT  SHAH 
ZARB 

MAIMANAT  MfiNUS 

16  julOs 

SANAT 
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FREE  ENTERPRISE 


by  David  Block , Gainesville,  Florida,  NI  ft 894 

The  story  of  a young  entrepreneur  in  Hamburg  sixty  years  ago  unfolded 
in  Das  Notgeld,  the  periodical  Dr.  Arnold  Keller  edited  for  collectors 
of  German  emergency  money.  The  background  is  the  German  notgeld,  usual- 
ly casually  dismissed  by  collectors  as  being  an  unimportant  aberration 
in  numismatics.  In  fact  the  colorful  and  cheaply  mass-produced  series 
notes  are  only  a small  part  of  the  emergency  paper  money  issued  in  Ger- 
many in  the  1914-1923  period.  Dr.  Arnold  Keller,  the  maven  of  paper 
money  of  that  era,  divided  the  German  issues  into  several  classes: 

1.  Emergency  notes  of  1914. 

2.  Small  notes  of  1915-1923. 

3.  Large  notes  of  1918-19. 

4.  Emergency  coins. 

5.  Inflation  issues  of  1922-23. 

6.  Hyperi nflation  issues  of  1923. 

7.  Fixed-value  notes. 

8.  Notes  of  material  other  than  paper. 

The  series  notes  are  part  of  #2,  outnumbered  by  the  circulation  issues 
of  small  notes.  The  hyperinflation  notes  of  #6  make  up  the  largest 
group.  The  Pick-Siemsen  catalog  of  series  notes  takes  up  250  pages, 
while  Keller's  catalog  of  the  hyperinflation  notes  requires  over  1100 
pages. 

In  February  of  1924  readers  of  Das  Notgeld  learned  about  a new  issue 
of  fixed-value  notes. 

"The  sixteen  year  old  salesman  Wilhelm  St(einberg)  (Wallstrasse,  Ham- 
burg) promises  to  become  a fine  businessman.  Officials  of  the  Eleventh 
Criminal  Division  learned  that  a printer  living  in  Wall  Street  had 
received  an  order  to  prepare  notgeld  notes  for  one  dollar=4.20  marks. 

The  printer  had  in  good  faith  accepted  the  order  from  a young  man. 

The  notes  prepared  by  the  printer  ran  as  follows: 

The  text  on  the  face  of  the  green  or  yellow  paper  read  'Payment  for 
one  dollar=4.20  Goldmark  Current  as  dear-payment  for  our  management 
Hamburg-Finkenwarder  within  30.  Nov.  1923,  the  Uni ted-Drydock  Companies 
Ltd.  New  York.  Hamburg  Branch'  while  on  the  reverse  was  the  following 
text:  'Anweisung  uber  Goldmark  4.20=1  dollar.  GDI  tig  als  wertbestSn- 

diges  Zahl ungsmi ttel  fur  unseren  Betrieb  Hamburg-Finkenwarder  bis  zum 
15.  Nov.  1923.  The  Uni ted-Drydock  Companies  Ltd.  New  York.  Hamburg 
Branch.'  The  sixteen  year  old  St.  had  placed  the  order  for  the  pre- 
paration of  this  notgeld.  St.  claimed  to  be  an  employee  of  the  firm 
named  on  the  emergency  note  and  remarked  that  the  firm  had  more  than 
six  hundred  laborers  and  thirty  office  workers  in  the  business.  St. 
was  found  in  a dance  hall  and  arrested.  The  hopeful  youngster  immedi- 
ately said  that  the  firm  named  on  the  notes  never  really  existed.  He 
had  not  had  the  intention  of  putting  these  dollar  notes  into  circul- 
ation but,  on  the  contrary,  had  wanted  to  make  collectors  happy  with 
them.  Actually  St.  had  also  sent  a whole  pile  of  these  notes  to  pri- 
vate persons  with  an  invitation  to  send  him  the  face  value  plus  postage. 
The  young  man  had  undertaken  the  affair  in  a big  way.  He  had  had 
business  stationary  bearing  his  name  printed,  showing  a postal  check 
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account,  and  gave  the  impression  that  a very  distinguished  institut- 
ion was  involved.  But  the  business-wise  young  man  had  also  figured 
on  the  fact  that  there  could  be  notgeld  collectors  for  whom  the  one 
dollar  price  was  too  high,  so  the  young  man  had  a printer  living  on 
the  other  side  of  the  city  prepare  10,000  pieces  of  notgeld  notes  which 
had  face  values  of  only  1,  2,  10  or  50  goldpfenigs.  After  all.  St. 
seems  not  to  have  found  many  dummies,  since  a number  of  the  respond- 
ing letters  contained  the  notes,  which  the  people  to  whom  they  had 
been  sent  returned  with  thanks.  St.  is  unemployed  and  was  never  in  a 
position  to  cover  the  printing  costs.  Understandably  the  false  not- 
geld notes  were  seized." 

The  March  issue  of  Das  Notgeld  included  an  inserted  flyer  advertising 
a new  notgeld  dealer,  a company  named  Roland  Ltd  of  Hamburg,  Wallstrasse 
14.  The  flyer  offered  notes  "of  the  greatest  rarity"  from  Danish  Sch- 
leswig, among  others  a 1/2  mark  1917  note  from  Gaansager  for  35  marks. 

It  took  Dr.  Keller  a little  while  to  connect  the  address  with  Steinberg 
and  to  confirm  his  suspicions.  It  was  only  in  May  that  he  published 
the  following: 

"WARNING  ABOUT  ROLAND  G.m.b.H.,  Hamburg.  Our  number  3 included  a pro- 
spectus of  this  firm.  We  first  learned  afterwards  that  this  G.m.b.H. 
came  only  from  Mr.  Willi  Steinberg,  whose  notgeld  swindle  we  announced 
in  No.  2.  For  that  he  was  sentenced  to  six  months  in  prison,  but  he 
received  a suspended  sentence.  Because  of  that  his  further  involve- 
ment with  notgeld  is  undesirable  in  the  general  interest.  We  warn 
against  sending  money  to  Steinburg  under  any  circumstances." 

The  story  continues  with  a couple  of  ads  which  appeared  in  Das  Notgeld- 
markt,  June  1924: 

"Gaansager  1917  1/2  mark.  The  greatest  rarity  of  North  Schlewwig.  A 
few  notes  priced  at  75  marks  are  available  from  Hans  Dalldorf,  Hamburg, 
Hufnerstr.  21  (private  collector)." 

"R  R R.  Gaansager  1917  Nordschleswi g 1/2  M.  A few  notes  availabe. 

60  rentenmarks.  Otto  Bornemann,  Hamburg,  Lohkoppel str.  15." 

Dr.  Keller  announced  that  this  Gaansager  issue  was  a fantasy  note,  not 
worth  the  paper  it  was  printed  on.  He  received  protests,  to  which  he 
replied  in  his  September  issue. 

"GAANSAGER.  An  obviously  interested  source  who  however  has  good  grounds 
for  not  giving  his  name  sent  an  anonymous  explanation  (in  an  envelope 
on  which  'Aug.  Stier  Firm,  Hamburg,  Stechbahn1  is  heavily  marked  out) 
that  the  notice  we  published  about  this  issue  is  incorrect  and  should 
be  corrected  in  the  next  number.  Then  there  followed  a long  disquis- 
tion  on  the  issued  and  destroyed  numbers,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
them,  etc.  The  essential  point,  where  the  issuing  place  Gaansager  is, 
the  writer  dodges,  as  he  does  the  surprising  lack  of  a city  seal.  As 
a result  we  have  no  cause  to  take  back  even  one  syllable  of  our  notice; 
instead,  we  want  to  give  our  correspondents  to  understand  that  we  shall 
unrelentingly  present  the  matter  to  the  public  prosecutor  if  we  are 
bothered  about  it  again.  We  again  warn  everyone  against  buying  worth- 
less fantasy  pieces." 
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In  the  October  issue  Dr.  Keller  was  able  to  write  finis  to  the  episode: 

"GAANSAGER.  As  was  already  remarked  in  a footnote  in  our  last  number, 
from  two  sides  there  have  been  denunciations  of  the  presumed  dispenser 
of  the  Gaansager  falsification,  Willi  Steinberg  of  Hamburg;  other  col- 
lectors have  joined  in  against  him.  Steinberg  is  still  a minor;  as 
his  guardian  (probation  officer?)  writes  to  me,  the  investigation  has 
been  concluded  and  an  indictment  has  been  made.  After  protracted 
denials  Steinberg,  who  has  been  under  investigation  since  the  twenty- 
first  of  August,  confirmed  everything.  The  notes  were  made  by  a Ham- 
burg print  shop  in  February.  Two  thousand  of  these  notes  were  found 
in  Steinberg's  possession  and  seized.  The  printer  will  also  have  to 
answer  for  it;  in  our  view  he  is  the  chief  guilty  party;  if  he  had 
done  his  duty  the  affair  could  not  have  happened.  An  indictment  has 
also  been  made  against  Steinberg's  accomplice,  Fredrich  (from  Berge- 
dorf ) . Steinberg  used  various  addresses  as  a cover  since  he  was  no 
longer  trusted  by  collectors  after  his  Trydock(sic)  swindle.  As  we 
hear,  the  notgeld  betrayals  of  an  entrepreneur  A.  in  S.  (near  Flens- 
burg)  will  play  a role  in  the  proceedings." 

I have  not  been  able  to  find  what  sentence  Willi  received  for  his 
second  offense.  The  "entrepreneur  A.  in  A."  was  Herr  Appel  of  Sonder- 
burg,  who  operated  on  the  edge  of  the  law  but  apparently  was  never 
convicted  of  stepping  over  it. 

***********  **************************************************  ********* 
AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 

J.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

No.  44  - ZOE  & THEODORA  (April -June  1042) 

With  the  deposition  of  Michael  V,  the  two  sisters  were  left  to  rule 
alone.  The  only  achievement  in  this  brief  period  was  that  the  eunuch 
John  and  the  disreputable  Patriarch  Alexis  were  complelled  to  disclose 
the  whereabouts  of  the  great  fortunes  they  had  amassed  (sound  modern?). 
Some  attempts  seem  to  have  been  made  to  right  some  of  the  many  wrongs 
done  but  the  sisters  never  had  gotten  along  together;  nor  was  the  pop- 
ulace partial  to  female  rule.  Zoe  agreed  to  a third  husband  and  Theo- 
dora seems  to  have  gone  back  to  her  convent.  The  husband  was  Constan- 
tine Monomachus,  the  9th  Constantine  to  occupy  the  throne,  and  a 
senator.  She  could  hardly  have  made  a worse  choice. 

The  Coinage 

Coins  for  the  brief  reign  of  the  two  sisters  were  unknown  to  earlier 
catalogs  but  in  1956  a Nomisma  Histamenon  of  the  two  came  to  light. 

It  is  thus  excessively  rare  and  not  in  the  D.O.  collection  though  the 
catalog  lists  it. 

Obverse:  Appropriately  it  is  a bust  of  the  Virgin  orans.  She  wears 

a medallion  of  the  infant  Christos.  In  the  field  FTP  &S  . 
Legend:  +QK6R0TACRACI  AICCIC 

(May  the  Virgin  aid  the  Queens) 

Reverse:  Busts  of  Zoe  and  Theodora  facing,  holding  a labarum  jointly. 

Legend:  +ZG0HN  S06OAGO' 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete 
C^  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

AFGHANISTAN:  Y9.2  - C;  Y10.1  - 1312;  Y27  - 1337;  Y36.2  - 1298  w/o  SH 

Y62  - C;  Y69  - C;  Y70  - 1 345 ( ? ) ; Y90  - C;  Y91  - C;  Y93  -C;  Y94  - C; 
Y95  - 1330;  Y95b  - C;  Y96  - C;  Y96a  - 1332,  1334;  Y98  - C;  Y99  - C; 

Y 1 00-1 02  - C;  Y 1 03  - 1352;  Y104  - 1352;  Y105  - 1352. 

ALBANIA:  Y3  - 1927;  Y5  - 1930;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y28  - 1940;  Y29  - 

1939,  1940;  Y31  - 1939;  Y32  - 1939;  Y35  - 1947;  Y36  - 1947. 

ALGERIA:  Y1  - 1949;  Y2  to  Y14  - C;  Y15a  - C.  Alger  Token  Issues: 

KM  Tnl  - CX  (1918);  KM  Tn3  - 1917;  KM  Tn5  - 1916,  1918;  KM  Tn6  - C; 

KM  Tn7  - 1917;  KM  Tn8  - 1921. 

ANGOLA:  Y20  - 1928;  Y21  - 1927;  Y22  - 1949;  Y23  - 1948;  Y23a  - C; 

Y24  - C;  Y25  - 1954,  1955,  1961;  Y26  - 1956,  1963;  Y27  - 1953,  1956; 
Y28  - 1952. 

ARGENTINA:  Provincial  Issues  - Buenos  Aires:  C41  - 1822;  C43  - 

T82T.  Argentina:  Y1  - 1892;  Y2  - 1888,  1891  , 1893,  1894,  1895;  Y3 

- 1882,  1883;  Y7  - 1903,  1907;  1914,  1917,  1933,  1937,  1938,  1939, 

1940,  1942;  Y8  - 1898,  1909.  1920,  1921,  1925,  1927,  1937,  1938; 

Y9  - 1938,  1939,  1942;  Y12  - 1940,  1944;  Y12a  - 1948;  Y13  - 1939, 

1940;  Y13a  - 1949;  Y14  - C;  YTeT^  CXTT948);  Y16  - 1942,  1946,  1948, 
1949;  Y 1 7 - 1947,  1949,  1940;  Y18-20  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y21 a - C;  Y21b  - 
C;  Y22  -1951;  Y22a  - C;  Y22b  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y23a  - 1953;  Y23b  - CX 
(1955);  YZT-  CX  (1952);  Y25  - U;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - CX  (1961);  Y28  - 

CX  (1959);  Y29  - CX  (1962);  Y30  - C;  Y31  - CX  (1968);  Y32  - C;  Y33  - 

CX  (1965,  1966);  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - 1973;  Y37  - 1970,  1972, 

1973;  Y38  - 1970,  1971;  Y39  - 1974,  1975;  Y40  - 1970;  Y41  - 1975; 

Y41 a - 1976;  Y42  - C;  Y43  - 1977;  Y50  - C;  Y51  - C;  Y52  - 1978;  Y53 

- 1978;  Y54  - 1980;  Y55  - 1979;  Y57  - 1979;  Y61  - 1984;  Y62  - 1984; 
Y63  - 1985;  Y64“=“1984. 


ASCENSION  IS.:  Y1  - C. 

AUSTRALIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y5  - 1911,  1914,  19161,  19171,  1922, 

1927-1931  incl . , 1933-1936  incl.;  Y6  - 1912H,  1913,  19161,  19171; 

1919  no  dots,  1919  dot  under,  1923,  1924,  1926,  1927,  1929,  1931, 
1933/2,  1933-1936  incl.;  Y7  - C;  Y9  - 1924,  1936;  Y10  - 1925,  1936; 
Yll  - 1911,  1917;  Y12  - 1918,  1931;  YB13  - 1927P;  Y13-14  - C;  YB13  - 
1927;  Y15  - CX  (1941  hi  dot,  1942B  w/o  I,  1943M,  19431  type  2,  1944M, 
1946M) ; Y16  - CX  (1939M,  1941M);  Y17  - CX  (1938,  1939,  1941,  1943S, 
1945);  Y18  - 1940,  1941,  1942S,  1943S,  1944,  1945;  Y19  - CX  (1939M, 

1944S,  1945M);  Y20  - 1937;  Y21  - CX  (1951  no  dot);  Y22  - CX  (1950P, 

1 951  PL) ; Y23  - C;  Y24  - CX  (1949,  1951  );  Y25  - 1 951  PL ; Y26  - C; 

Y27  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y29  - 1953M;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - 154;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C; 
Y36  - CX  (1955p , 1957p,  1958p);  Y37  - CX  (1956,  1957,  1958);  Y38  - 
CX  (1956,  1957,  1959,  1961);  Y39  - 1959,  1960,  1961,  1963;  Y40  - 
1956,  1960,  1962,  1963;  Y41  - C to  1975  X (1966PTTY42  - C to  1974  X 
(1966m);  Y43  - C to  1975  X (1972,  1973);  Y44  - C to  1977  X (1970, 

1971,  1976);  Y45  - C to  1978  X (1966L,  1967,  1971,  1976,  1977):  Y46 

- C;  Y47  - C to  1976  X (1973,  1974,  1975);  Y48  - C;  Y49  - C;  Y51  - 
C;  Y53  - C;  Y77  - 1984. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


RUSSKIE  EFIMKI  ISSLEDOVANIE  I KATALOG  (Russian  Yefimoks  : Essay  and 
Catalogue).  I.  C.  Spasskii.  English  summary.  Hard-cover  8-1/8"  x 
5-3/16".  Printing  of  11,000  copies.  211 pp  +120  plates.  Novosibirsk: 
"Nauka"  Siberian  Department  1988.  1 rouble  50  kopecks.  Available 

from  Victor  P.  Kamkin  Bookstores,  Inc.,  12224  Parklawn  Drive,  Rock- 
ville, Md.  20852. 

In  this  latest  book  by  I.  G.  Spasskii,  we  learn  that  this  "essay  is 
destined  for  museum  employees  and  for  all  amateurs  of  russian  numis- 
matics". If  you  fit  into  that  category,  or  if  you  collect  counter- 
marked  dollar  size  silver  coins,  you  should  consider  adding  this  use- 
ful and  important  book  to  your  library.  In  his  summary,  Spasskii 
tells  us  that  when  Tsar  Alexis  I Mikhailovich  (1629-1676)  was  pre- 
paring for  his  war  to  add  the  Ukraine  to  Russia,  his  government  wish- 
ed to  provide  funding  for  the  stvelets  regiments  which  were  to  fight 
this  war.  In  order  to  do  this,  the  State  Treasury  monopolized  the 
purchase  of  silver  which  was  being  imported  by  foreign  merchants  into 
Russia.  This  silver  was  in  the  form  of  heavy  (about  29  grams  or  1.02 
ounces)  high  standard  silver  coins,  called  talers,  arri ving  through 
Archangel sk  and  other  frontier  custom  houses.  Since  the  sixteenth 
century  after  1520,  these  talers  had  been  imported  in  great  quantit- 
ies as  a medium  of  exchange.  This  was  because  the  various  western 
European  mint  marks  which  they  bore  were  a guarantee  of  the  standard 
("proba")  and  lawful  weight  of  the  silver.  They  were  named  after 
the  place  of  the  earliest  minting  of  talers,  Joachimstahl , or  in 
Czech  Jackymov,  and  in  Russian  "Yefimok",  and  were  valued  at  50 
kopecks  each  until  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

Spasskii  continues  by  telling  us  that  in  1654  the  minting  of  Russian 
silver  kopecks  struck  from  talers  was  discontinued.  This  was  because 
they  had  been  technically  imperfect  or  there  had  been  a doubling  of 
their  value.  A six  year  stock  of  these  talers  was  accumulated  to  be 
used  for  paying  the  military.  These  pieces  were  counterstamped  with 
the  Tsar  on  horseback  and  the  date  1655.  This  was  the  first  time  a 
date  in  Arabic  numerals  and  in  the  European  chronology  had  been  used 
on  Russian  coinage.  As  a result  of  this  experiment,  there  was  ac- 
cumulated in  Russia  about  a million  talers  dated  between  1649  to 
1655.  These  were  all  from  Western  Europe,  except  France  and  England, 
which  did  not  permit  export  of  their  coinage. 

What  Spasskii  has  done  is  to  prepare  a catalogue  of  1,735  yefimoks 
from  private  and  public  collections.  He  begins  his  book  by  speaking 
of  Russian  yefimoks  (3-52)  and  discusses  Ukrainian,  White  Russian, 
and  Western  European  hoards.  In  his  Catalogue  (53-188),  he  lists  the 
yefimoks  by  country  of  origin,  e.g..  Northern  Netherland,  republic, 
Spanish  Netherlands,  Lower  Saxony,  Upper  Saxony,  Saxony,  etc.  This 
is  followed  by  a Guide  to  the  Catalogue  (189-194),  and  the  two 
Appendices,  the  first  (195-197)  considering  the  oldest  series  of 
yefimoks  with  falsified  countermarks  registered  up  to  1971,  and  the 
second  (198-207)  giving  a listing  of  auction  catalogues  and  firm 
magazines  used.  Next  come  a list  of  symbols  and  abbreviations  (202- 
207),  an  English  summary  (208-209),  then  120  plates  which  are  remark- 
ably clear  and  useable,  followed  by  the  Table  of  Contents. 


50 


May  I suggest  that  if  this  series  is  of  interest  to  you  that  you  add 
this  important  catalogue  to  your  working  library. 

Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hebert 


JETONS,  MEDALETS  and  TOKENS.  Volume  1:  The  Medieval  Period  and 

Nuremberg.  Michael  Mitchiner.  704pp,  2000  illus.,  12"  x 8 V , appen- 
dix of  valuations,  comprehensive  indices,  extensive  bibliography. 

Dr.  Mitchiner  is  well-known  for  his  highly-acclaimed  volumes  on  Indo- 
Greek  and  Indo-Scythian  coinage  and  his  work  on  Islamic  coins.  He 
has  now  written  what  can  only  be  described  as  the  definitive  work  on 
jetons,  medalets  and  tokens  of  the  medieval  and  modern  period  (over 
2300  pieces  are  catalogued). 

In  addition  to  a detailed  catalogue  of  the  jetons  themselves,  and  of 
some  related  items,  this  superb  work  also  includes  a thorough  dis- 
cussion of  the  copper-base  alloys  and  of  the  archaeological  contexts 
in  which  jetons  have  been  found. 

There  are  three  main  sections  to  this  volume.  The  first  section. 
Antecedents,  sets  the  scene  for  understanding  relevant  aspects  of 
metal-working  in  medieval  western  Europe.  Some  eighty-five  Romano- 
British  and  Anglo-Saxon  artefacts  have  been  analysed,  the  pieces 
chosen  to  show  the  use  of  a wide  range  of  alloys  and  of  manufacture 
both  by  casting  and  die-stamping.  One  of  the  most  important  conclus- 
ions drawn  from  the  analysis  is  that  all  the  alloys  used  for  making 
jetons  in  medieval  western  Europe  were  already  extant  in  Roman  Brit- 
ain. The  introduction  of'  new  alloys  and  techniques  is  only  apparent 
after  1550. 

The  section  on  medieval  jetons  illustrates  their  history  from  the 
second  half  of  the  thirteenth  century  until  1521.  About  900  copper- 
base  jetons  are  catalogued,  discussed  and  illustrated.  This  section 
is  introduced  with  a discussion  of  the  alloys  that  were  used,  based 
on  X-ray  flourescence  analysis  of  over  300  medieval  jetons.  The 
evolution  of  English  jetons  ( 1 280-c . 1 400 ) is  described  and  some  250 
specimens  are  catalogued,  representing  most  known  issues  plus  many 
new  types.  The  history  of  French  jetons  is  traced  from  uninscribed 
issues  of  the  late  thirteenth  century  to  the  end  of  the  fifteenth 
century. 

Nuremberg  and  its  jetons  is  the  subject  of  the  third  section.  Some 
1,400  examples  are  catalogued  and  over  300  of  these  have  had  their 
chemical  composition  analysed  by  X-ray  flourescence  technique.  The 
jetons  of  over  fifty  named  masters  are  catalogued,  together  with  bio- 
graphical details  of  the  makers.  Some  of  the  issues  are  well-known 
but  many  have  never  been  published  before.  From  1550  until  1700  the 
manufacture  of  jetons  was  successively  dominated  by  three  families: 
Schultes,  Krauwinckel  and  then  Lauffer.  During  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury no  single  firm  dominated  the  manufacture  of  jetons,  but  most  of 
the  firms  could  trace  their  pedigree  back  to  an  apprenticeship  with 
one  of  the  Lauffer  family.  This  section  ends  with  a survey  of  other 
classes  of  jeton  made  in  Central  Europe;  those  struck  by  mint  masters 
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and  other  officials  in  south-eastern  Germany  and  adjacent  regions, 
the  rise  of  such  commercial  firms  as  Loos  of  Berlin  and  Meyer  of 
Stuttgart. 

This  splendid  volume  ends  with  an  appendix  of  valuations,  plus  com- 
prehensive indices  and  an  extensive  bibliography. 

It  is  published  by  SEABY  and  is  priced  at  £95  (ISBN  1-85264-036-7). 
Agent  in  USA:  Specialty  Book  Marketing,  210  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York, 

NY  10010. 


Information  from  the  Publisher 


********************************************************************** 


BOOK  NEWS 


(Member's  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books  listed  in  this 
section. ) 

Nguyen  VSn  Phung.  Paper  Money  of  South  Vietnam  1955-1975. 

A collectors  guide  and  reference  book.  The  author  covers  both  begin- 
ning and  advanced  collectors  and  this  work  is  the  definitive  source  on 
the  subject.  The  book  shows  the  variety  of  money  which  was  circulated 
during  this  crucial  and  most  important  period  in  this  country's  hist- 
ory. 

The  work  is  of  interest  to  followers  of  the  craft  as  well  as  anyone 
with  a passing  interest  in  the  subject. 

Available  from:  Todd  & Honeywell,  Ten  Cuttermill  Road,  Great  Neck, 

New  York  11021.  $12.95,  plus  $2.00  postage  and  handling. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Richard  Margolis,  P.  0.  Box  2054,  Teaneck,  N.J.  07666:  WANTED  for  my 

personal  library:  first  four  years  (1968-1971)  of  IRISH  NUMISMATICS ; 

first  three  years  (1973-1975)  of  NUMISMATIQUE  $ CHANGE ; also  THE  SHEKEL, 
bound  volumes  9/10,  11/12,  13/14;  Le  club  francais  de  la  medaille,  I 
need  issues  65,  77  through  89,  92  and  92.  Can  anyone  offermeany  of 
these  periodicals,  for  which  I am  prepared  to  pay  good  prices? 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to:  NI 

Attribution  Cormittee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Sta.,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  USA. 
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